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Clifford Development Announces the First Flight of a Citation II 

Modified with Williams International FJ44-3 Engines

Kalamazoo, Mich., Sept. 9, 2007 – Clifford Development announced the first flight of a Citation II equipped with Williams International FJ44-3 engines. This first flight is an important milestone in the development of a Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) to certify Cessna Citation II aircraft with new engines, which will improve performance, cost of operation and safety. 

At 4:00 p.m., the certification aircraft lifted off from Michigan’s Three Rivers Airport for a tightly profiled 20-minute flight. The aircraft reached a maximum airspeed of 170 knots. The flight profile was designed to evaluate the operability of all aircraft systems interfaced with the new engines. At the controls were Bill Bartell of Uvalde, TX and Bob Jackson of Key West, FL. 

“We are very pleased with this important first flight of our certification aircraft,” said Jim Clifford, chief executive officer of Clifford Development. He added, “This flight is the result of an impressive team effort that includes Hov-Aire, our engineering and development company led by Tod Anderson and his team of DERs, technicians and program managers, and Williams International—all working in concert with the FAA. This flight represents an important milestone for our Citation II program and for our Company. Citation operators worldwide are tracking our progress.”

Based on performance computations using the NASA-developed General Aviation Synthesis Program (GASP), the Company projects that the re-engined airplane will have the following significant performance improvements: a 21 percent increase in long range cruise speed; a 29 percent increase in range; a 34 percent improvement in single engine climb rate; and a 20 percent improvement in fuel efficiency. The FADEC integration will reduce take off field length. 

The STC engineering effort is nearing completion. In the coming weeks, the fully conforming certification airplane will move to Mojave Airport to begin 250 hours of test flights to verify performance and to meet the FAA requirements. Flight Test Associates will operate the flight test program. The Company anticipates the issuance of an STC very early in 2008. 

The Citation II engine conversion is priced at $2,150,000 for 2008 installations. This price includes engine mount kits, nacelles, engines, installation labor, training and includes a credit for the original engines. In addition, the Clifford STC improves the airplane in more than thirty ways including an expanded center pedestal, improved annunciator panel, digital engine instruments and the latest brake technology.

About Clifford Development – The company funds major re-engining certification programs to enhance the safety, value and performance of corporate jets. The company currently has an STC program underway to re-engine the Citation S/II in addition to the Citation II. Detailed performance data on the re-engined Citation II and Citation S/II are available at www.clifforddevelopmentgroup.com. More information about the Williams International FJ44-3 and Williams’ world-class product support is available at www.williams-int.com.
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